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Annual Fund Support Request 
 

Mission 
To be a growing resource for horticultural information, plant 
conservation, research, and education.  To inspire and delight a 
growing visitorship with outstanding displays, collections, and 
natural areas. 
 

Organization Overview  
The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum is visited by nearly half  
a million people every year.  Visitors include people of all ages 
with different backgrounds. During its most recently 
completed fiscal year the Arboretum hosted 464,252 
visitors (a 15% increase over the previous fiscal year).  

Top 5 “Why Does the Arboretum Exist?” Themes: 
1. Plant Research 
2. Education 
3. Public Garden, Displays, Collections 
4. Provide Tranquil Sanctuary for Plants and People 
5. Connect the Public with Nature  

 

Activities & Programs     
The Arboretum includes 1,180 acres of gardens, displays, 
and natural areas.  Visitors come to: see the magnificent 
displays and specialty gardens; explore diverse ecosystems 
from a restored prairie to a reclaimed bog; hike along 
miles of trails and fully accessible paved walkways and 
garden paths; gain inspiration from seasonal nature-
inspired displays and exhibits; participate in hands-on 
environmental education programs and more. For all of these audiences, the Arboretum strives, as a 
core part of its mission, to tell important stories by collecting, preserving, researching and 
interpreting its collections to provide visitors with a meaningful experience.  
 
1) Gardens & Collections: With specialty gardens, demonstration areas, and more than 5,000 plant 
species and varieties, the Arboretum has become one of the premier horticultural field laboratories 
and public display areas in the country. For example the tree and shrub collections make up a 
significant portion of the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and in particular both the pine and 
ornamental grass collections were officially included in the North American Plant Collections 
Consortium, a program administered by the American Public Gardens Association.  

• Gardens:  28 gardens include formal gardens including six herb gardens, multiple perennial 
gardens, three rose gardens, hosta glade, annual garden, prairie garden, sensory garden and 
sculpture garden.   

• Collections:  45 collections include major collections of crabapple, pine, maple, roses, 
ornamental grasses and major groups of herbaceous perennials, including iris, lilies, daylilies, 
hosta and peonies. The Arboretum’s Ornamental Grass and Pine Collection were both 
accepted into the North American Plant Collections Consortium in 2012. 
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• Displays and Model Landscapes:  The Arboretum’s 18 displays and models include the 
Home Demonstration Gardens, parking lot plantings, restored native landscapes, Rainwater 
Runoff Model, Rain Gardens, Shrub Walk, Shade Tree Exhibit, Maze Garden and Bog Walk. 

• Art Collection:  As a trusted community institution, the Arboretum is seen as a place to 
donate works of art. Since its early years, the Arboretum has amassed a huge range of works 
created by Minnesota artists. Some works are photographs and paintings which capture a 
moment in time at the Arboretum, others may have nothing to do specifically with the 
Arboretum but were created by Minnesota artists and were gifted here, while still others 
were specifically commissioned for the Arboretum by Minnesota artists. Over 250 works 
including: water colors, oil pastels, photographs, bronze, limestone and more are displayed in 
a variety of locations throughout the gardens and public buildings.   

 
2) Education Programs:  The Arboretum serves over 70,000 individuals of all 
ages through its education programs. The Marion Andrus Learning Center & 
Greenhouse is the hub for educational programming including year-round 
fieldtrips for school and camp groups, a pre-school program, free weekend drop-
in activities and much more. In addition, the Green Play Yard provides a high 
quality nature-rich play experience for thousands of children and their care givers 
and serves as a model for early childhood facilities and family backyards. With 
three age-appropriate zones that inspire creative play and discovery, the Green 
Play Yard has become a very popular destination and has created a meaningful 
way for the Arboretum to engage with a growing demographic – families with 
young children. 
 
Providing ways for people to explore the vital links between themselves, plants and the 
natural world is the essential work of the Arboretum.  At the Arboretum children are encouraged 
to dip into wetlands, tap maple trees, observe living pollinators in the gardens, and examine earthworms. 
Seasonal programs utilize both the gardens and the Arboretum’s native and restored areas including 
prairie, woodland, and wetlands to provide a range of structured programs including Arboretum field 
trips.  
 
Field Trips: The Arboretum’s school field trip program has received 
several national awards from the American Public Garden Association 
and serves approximately 25,000 students from schools around the 
Twin Cities Metro every year. 25% of these students will receive a 
scholarship that fully subsidizes their experience and makes the 
Arboretum accessible for underserved children. The school field trip 
curriculum offers twenty program topics that focus on integrating 
science with language arts, math, social studies and other areas and 
utilize the Arboretum's gardens and native and restored areas as a living 
laboratory for observation and investigation – and in 2016 the Arboretum will be able to offer a 
unique field trip experience at the new Tashjian Bee and Pollinator Discovery Center. 
 
Outreach Programs: To reach underserved audiences, the Arboretum offers outreach 
programming that includes:  

• The Plantmobile allows the Arboretum to engage with the larger community. The Plantmobile 
takes the Arboretum's field trip curriculum "on the road" by bringing live plants, demonstrations, 
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experiments, and science lessons to schools in the greater Twin Cities area. During the 2016-17, the 
Plantmobile will visit 400 classrooms and provide programming to over 10,000 children. 

• Growing Good Urban Outreach Program 
Children’s Garden in Residence engages up to 200 children ages 5-10 in a science-rich 
garden-based experience during the summer. Through this program children are exposed to 
horticultural and science concepts, nutrition and healthy choices, along with gardening skills.  
 
Growing Good Urban Outreach Program for Young People ages 12-18. Gaining basic 
job skills is typically a primary reason that young people cite for becoming involved with this 
program, but then they realize it is much more, including access to college and career and a 
community that they can return to year after year. Guided by a highly experienced leadership 
team, young people are challenged to set and meet goals, give and get feedback, and develop 
valuable skills and experience that will prepare them for future success in school and in the 
workplace. During the summer, youth are engaged in a paid internship experience that builds 
basic job, horticulture, entrepreneurial, communication, and leadership skills. The school-year 
component will involve youth in events, activities, and other learning opportunities that 
deepen knowledge and experience with plants and increase exposure to college, career and 
personal skills development.  

 
3) Plant Conservation:  
The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum’s Plant Conservation Program started 
in 2013 to lead efforts in the Upper Midwest in endangered plant species 
research, conservation and restoration. The program’s primary focus is on 
work with rare, threatened, and endangered species that tend to be either 
federally or state listed. Four percent of the flora of the United States, 961 
species are listed under the federal Endangered Species Act or qualify for 
listing – Minnesota has four federally listed plant species and over 300 state-
listed plant species. These species may be lost in the immediate future if 
intervention is not taken. Many rare plants are potentially useful to 
agriculture, forestry or pharmaceutical research. Others are of scientific 
interest or simply possess great natural beauty. The Arboretum’s goal is to 
preserve, protect, and whenever possible to restore these natural native 
treasures before they are lost forever. 
 
Native Orchid Conservation Program: Funded by a grant from the 
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund, this Program is seeking 
to preserve and protect 48 orchid species – either as seeds or live plants – 
to the Arboretum for conservation and research. In Minnesota orchids can 
be found throughout in Minnesota in native forest, wetlands, and prairie.  
Orchids often have many specialized growing requirements, making them 
more vulnerable to changes in the local environment than most other plant 
species. Laboratory research on basic orchid biology and observation of introduced populations is 
essential to comprehending how they are likely to respond to environmental changes. With this 
understanding it could be possible to develop new ways to detect early declines in Minnesota’s 
ecosystems. 

Collaborations:  The increased profile of the Native Orchid Conservation Program has brought 
opportunities to partner regionally, nationally, and internationally. These collaborations include: Texas Tech 
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University, Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, Central Botanic Garden of Belarus, Chicago 
Botanic Garden, North Dakota State University, Crown College in St. Bonifacious, The Ridges Sanctuary in 
Wisconsin, the North American Orchid Conservation Center,  and the Cloquet Forestry Center in northern 
Minnesota.  
 
The Center for Plant Conservation: This group includes 39 U.S.-based botanic gardens all tasked with 
preserving North America’s most endangered plant species. The work and research for this program 
involves creating a long-term genetically diverse seed bank and developing an understanding of how best to 
propagate and out-plant each species. The long-term goal of this program is to enable restoration work to 
be able to be performed with each species with the ultimate objective being successful restoration or 
preservation in situ. In addition, considering the changing climate, this work will help to preserve the 
genetic diversity necessary to be able to adapt to climate changes, and will also build our knowledge about 
how to successfully introduce these plants back into a natural or restored landscape.  


